HOLLAND                         299
Having conducted them to the throne prepared for them, he turned to the people and was about to give them  the  Benediction,  when  a burst of cheering broke the silence, in which a whole people gave voice to the pent-up feeling of years.   It was the first time such a thing had ever happened in a Catholic Church, and at any other moment it would have seemed irreverent, but on that day the Cardinal, who understood human nature from his long and intimate dealings with it, realized that there are moments even in the life of a nation when suppressed emotion must find a natural outlet.
So he waited on the altar steps, with hand uplifted, a kindly smile upon his face, till the cheer died down, and the people knelt again while he completed the half-finished gesture of Benediction.
In August, 1918, Walter was approached by a Dutch emissary,   evidently  inspired  from  German  official sources, who put before him the whole circumstantial story of a proposed German plot having for its object an anti-Monarchical revolution in Germany, designed to meet President Wilson's declaration that no negotiations for peace would be entertained which emanated from a Government   having a Hohenzollern at its head,   A revolution  which would sweep aside the whole Hohenzollern regime would, it was hoped, pave the way to the opening of peace negotiations.
Every detail of the proposed revolution was set forth, the names of those engineering it were disclosed, and it was asserted that the Ernperor himself was a party to the plan. The date for the change of Government was given as November i. But it was cynically disclosed at the same time that the revolution would be but a sham, organized for the purpose ofHOLLAND                         299
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